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1 . SUMMARY: PRIVATE COMMENTS OF THE UK MISSOFF SUGGEST 
UK WILLING TO COOPERATE IN ORDER TO KEEP US IN ILO 
BUT FEARFUL THAT US MAY HAVE ALREADY DECIDED TO LEAVE. 
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NOTEWORTHY BECAUSE IT MAY BE SHARED BY OTHER EUROPEAN 
GOVERNMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER "TECHNICAL LEVEL" CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN US 

AND EC NINE REFTEL, UK MISSOFF ALEXANDER TOLD LABATT THAT 
UK READING OF GEORGE MEANY'S REMARKS AT NOVEMBER 6 
PRESS CONFERENCE AND SUBSEQUENT DECISIONS OF AFL-CIO TO 
SEEK MEMBERSHIP IN TUAC, WAS THAT AFL-CIO HAD ALREADY 
DECIDED TO LEAVE ILO. DISCUSSIONS WITH US EMPLOYERS 
GAVE SIMILAR IMPRESSION OF INTENTIONS. IF THESE IMPRESSIONS 
CORRECT, QUESTIONS FOR UKG WAS WHETHER USG HAD ALREADY 
DECIDED TO LEAVE ILO AND PERHAPS USE OECD AS FORUM FOR 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR MATTERS. IF US HAD IN FACT 
DECIDED TO LEAVE ILO, IT MADE NO SENSE FOR UKG TO "HARM 
ITS INTERESTS" WITH TUC AND OTHER COUNTRIES ON ISSUES 
SUCH AS CHILE AND PLO. ALEXANDER ASKED WHETHER PARTICIPATION 
OF PLO THIS JUNE WAS "A CRUNCH ISSUE" FOR US OR WHETHER 
COOPERATION WITH US IN LOSING BATTLE WOULD SUFFICE. 

3. LABATT REPLIED THAT GEORGE MEANY WAS EASILY MISUNDERSTOOD 
AND THAT AFL-CIO POLICY, STATED PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY BY 

BY MEANY AND TOP LEADERSHIP, WAS TO STAY IN AND FIGHT DURING 
PERIOD BEFORE NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL MIGHT TAKE EFFECT. 

US EMPLOYERS ALSO SUPPORT POLICY OF ATTEMPTING TO TURN 
AROUND ILO BEFORE NOVEMBER 17. USG POLICY OF BRINGING 
ILO BACK TO ITS FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSES WAS ALSO CLEAR; 

USG PROBABLY WOULD MAKE NO FINAL DECISION ON MEMBERSHIP 
UNTIL AFTER 1977 ILO CONFERENCE. CONSIDERATION OF USE 
OF ALTERNATIVE FORUM LIKE OECD LOGICAL BUT NOT URGENT 
ISSUE FOR US; CABINET LEVEL COMMITTEE WOULD PROBABBLY 
COSIDER MATTER BUT NOT IN NEXT FEW MONTHS. WHETHER US 
STAYS IN ILO DEPENDS ON SUCCESS OF WORKING ALLIANCE OF 
INDUSTRIALIZED MEMBER COUNTRIES AND SO FAR IMEC GROUP 
HAS NOT BEEN TESTED. US APPRECIATES THAT CHOICE BETWEEN 
US POSITION VIS-A-VIS ILO AND TUC INTERESTS IS HARD FOR UKG; 

WE HAVE NOTICED CALLAHAN S CONCERN FOR TUC INTERESTS DURING 

MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR SIT .HERMAN. PLO PARTICIPATION AT 

WORLD EMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE COULD 

INDEED BE CRUNCH ISSUE BUT THIS MIGHT DEPEND ON HOW IT 

AROSE AND HOW IT WAS HANDLED BY IMEC GROUP. ABRAMS 
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